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Luke, A Gospel Journey 
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Regular Sunday Services 
9.30am Friendly traditional service
11am Family service with  children's groups 
Refreshments are served from 10.30am

W o r s h i p  a t  S t  F r a n c i s

4th February
The earth belongs to God: Climate Justice
Rev 21 :1-7,  Luke 9: 1-6
BIBLE FOCUS 7PM

11th February 2024
Developing partners in local mission
Philippians 4:1-7, Luke 5:1-7

18th February 2024
Making Jesus known in Luke 
(exhibition) 
Luke 1: 1-4,   Luke 11: 5-13
ENCOUNTER AT ST PAUL'S CHURCH 7PM

7pm 1st Sunday BIBLE FOCUS 
7pm 3rd Sunday ENCOUNTER 
(Encounter alternates with St Paul's Church)

25th February 2024
Making the subversive values of Jesus known
1 Exodus 23: 1-9   Luke 18: 9-17

EVENSONG AT ST LAWRENCE 
Every second Sunday in the month at 4pm St
Lawrence at Stratford-sub-Castle holds an
Evensong Service which is supported by the St
Francis choir. It is a joint service to which all
parishioners from all our 3 churches in the
benefice are very welcome, as they are any Sunday
at 10am. 

“M i r a c l e s”   a t    H o p e   C h u r c h
This term Hope Church are looking at “Miracles”.  We will consider what miracles are and what the
Bible tells us about them in both the Old Testament and the New.  We will also look at present-day
miracles and the implications for our faith.

 www.st-francischurch.org.uk 
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2023 was a momentous year for
Hope Church, seeing the departure
of Will and Sophie Burditt at the
end of May and the long-drawn-out
business of trying to find the right
person(s) to take on the role of
church leader.  During the summer,
the situation was complicated
further by a second vacancy at St
Lawrence church in Stratford-Sub-
Castle (also within the benefice of St
Francis Church) and the decision to
amalgamate the leadership of Hope
and St Lawrence under one person
or persons.  However, at the end of
November, our prayers were
answered with the appointment of
the Reverend Suzie Allen from
Dorset.  We are delighted that she
will be joining us to take over the
reins in April.

Until then the Hope Navigation Group
will continue to make sure that things
continue to run as smoothly as
possible.  Although we celebrated a
pared-back Christmas at Hope this
year, we enjoyed a Messy Nativity on
the 10thDecember and a carol service
on the 17th.  The latter saw the new
Hope music group singing and
playing at full strength for the first
time.  Our intention is that this should
be a regular feature in the coming
year.

On 6th January services return to
normal with an all-age service on the
first Sunday of the month, Messy
Church on the second Sunday, Hope
Kids on the third Sunday and an all-
age and Bible Brunch service on the
4th Sunday.  Our theme for the
coming term is “Miracles”.  Services
start at 10.15a.m in the Community
Centre, with refreshments available
from 10.00a.m.  We extend a warm
welcome to anyone who would like to
join us!





Create for Christmas
2 4  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

On 25th November 2023 the annual “Create for Christmas”
evening took place at St Francis Church.  Over 70 people
attended and enjoyed making a range of Christmas
decorations for the tree and the table, plus cards, baskets and
much more.  Mulled wine, mince pies and other goodies
helped to sustain the crafters, who all went home at the end of
the evening with a bag of the things they had made and a
warm glow of satisfaction at having spent the evening so
agreeably!





MiSSiON FOCUS

We live in an area of Hull where people are
known for their no-nonsense attitude and
honest vulnerability, an area suffering from
high unemployment, child poverty, addiction,
mental and physical health problems,
prostitution and increasing racial tension.
People feel a crippling lack of self-worth. But
it’s an area full of buried treasure, untapped
potential and dormant creativity.

You are probably familiar with a quote
attributed to St Francis of Assisi, which goes
like this: “Preach the gospel at all times. When
necessary, use words”.  We are inspired by that
deep commitment to authenticity, to “walk the
talk”, and we are challenged to let all that we
do, both in terms of the way we live and our
activities, be an embodiment of the gospel. 
We sit well with that Franciscan tradition of
being a living expression of what following The
Way of Jesus might look like.

The walk, however, is not the whole deal.  What
about the words?  “When necessary, use
words,” is how it goes, not “no need for words”. 
So we are challenged to speak the good news
too, to tell the story we are living.  Social action
and evangelism are the two strands of the DNA
of Jesus’ ministry.  A double helix held together,
the integrated whole.



Our work with children and young people,
at Breakfast Club, youth club and in our
everyday relationships seeks to do the
preaching of the gospel by action and
example.  We demonstrate God’s love and
care, God’s seeing of those who go
unnoticed, God’s celebrating of those who
go uncelebrated, God’s concern for
people’s welfare, for hungry bellies and
need for connection.  We do practical
things and we let others find their own
agency by doing things for us and for each
other.  Of course, we use words as well in all
that.

But each summer we go off to summer
camp together with a bunch of children
and young people.  Camp is the place
where they get to hear the story they have
been experiencing.  It’s where they get to
put words to the good news.  It is where we
get to name the who and spell out the how
and the what and the why.  Sometimes it’s
where the penny drops, but the “Aha!” is
more often a slow drip of many years of
clubs and camps and sense-making and
finding answers to questions they didn’t
know they were asking.  And camp is
where they get to find other words, other
ways of expressing, which in our Christian
traditions we refer to as praise and worship. 
This year we taught them a song called Say
Yes (by Michelle Williams) and it just sort of
took off!

The other day, back serving cereals at
Breakfast Club when the new term started
after the summer break, Chris was singing
the Say Yes song to himself.  One of the
kids, who had been to camp with us for the
first time, asked him: “Are you still singing
that song?”  “Yeah,” Chris replied.  “So am I!”
he grinned happily.  Thank God for all the
spaces where these children and young
people can get to experience the good
news of God’s love, and for camp and the
spaces where they get to put words to that
experience – words they can carry home
and live by.
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Luke, a gospel journey, with text, photos
and artefacts - and for those who like
listening, there’s David Suchet on the
phone. Around the start of Lent there will
be a gospel installation set up in church for
folk to come along and use (from Sunday 11
Feb. to Sunday 25 Feb.) 

This may be of interest to Life Group
leaders planning next term, or Youth, or
any of the church groups looking for
something interesting to include in the
mix, as we journey through Lent. You don’t
have to be a church member to visit
though - all are welcome!

The whole gospel will be arranged across
six locations with movement from one to
the next coinciding with five transition
moments in Luke’s text.

Jesus’ wilderness testing and clarity
His transfiguration and on to Jerusalem.
His arrival and heading straight for the
Temple
From Upper Room intimacy out to
Gethsemane.
Sabbath rest at the tomb.

Besides photos, illustrations, and other
aids, there will be some prompt material,
for those who wish to use it, for prayer and
reflection.

In this book, Becky Sedgwick explores how
grandparents can proactively encourage and
equip their grandchildren to meet and know
God. Grandparenting brings new life and joy,
and also the opportunity to walk spiritually
alongside our grandchildren, offering tools
and skills for the journey. Whatever your
circumstances, God has positioned you to be
a unique voice speaking into your
grandchildren’s lives, helping to nurture
them into the reality of a relationship with
the God who loves them.

FOOTPRINTS 
Sat. 2nd March 2.30pm 
A short reflective service
for anyone who has
suffered childnessless or
the loss of a child, of any
age.

World Day of Prayer
FRIDAY 1 MARCH 2.30pm
St Osmond’s Church
Exeter Street
Pray with us for Palestine
Everyone welcome



50S AND BEYOND

WHAT'S ON AT ST FRANCiS

We are a St Francis based fellowship
and service group, focused on people
50+ in age. The events are open to all.
To find out more, contact
kris@richardson.net or any of the event
organizers.
Thursday, February 22, 11:00am
Meet in the foyer of the Old Castle
Harvester, Old Castle Road SP1 3SF for
Brunch.
For more information, please contact
Melanie at 07813 193660 or
melaniesquire@gmail.com.

FRIDAY 16th FEBRUARY
Join us at 7.30pm in the Beatrice Room
at St Francis Church when we will be
looking at the History of Surnames with
Susan Johnson. If you already know the
origins of your own name, come along
and share that with us! Everyone
welcome. More information: Jacky
Macleod 0798 1789601, April Hall
414296, Jenny Pankhurst 328761.

STRICTLY COME LADIES

The Cafe is open every Friday from 9.30
- 11.30am and is open to anyone, offering
fresh filter coffee, tea, home-made cakes
and biscuits, all for £1 per item, including
free refills. We have customers of all ages
and both men and women, so if you
fancy a local, good, cup of coffee, why not
try us, and meet some new friends at the
same time. You will see the “Friday Cafe”
boards outside the Church entrances, to
show the way in. .

Friday Café @ 
St Francis 9 . 3 0  -  1 1 . 3 0  A M

mailto:melaniesquire@gmail.com


ST FRANCiS COMMUNiTY SiNGERS 

Dance yourself fit to a fusion of Latin and
international music, combined with a
heart-pumping cardio workout that’s
easy to follow and fun to do! St Francis
Church Hall, Beatrice Road – Wednesday
9.45-10.45am / £7. For class details
contact Lisa Brewer 07941307683.
Licensed Zumba instructor.

ZUMBA

St Francis
Community Singers
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
S I N G E R S  S A N G  A T  V A R I O U S
E V E N T S  O V E R  T H E  C H R I S T M A S
S E A S O N .  H E R E  I S  T H E  G R O U P
T H A T  S A N G  A T  T H E  C H R I S T M A S
T R E E  F E S T I V A L  A T  S T  T H O M A S ’
C H U R C H  I N  D E C E M B E R

If you like singing come and join us at St Francis on Mondays from 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Tea and biscuits beforehand at 2.30pm. We have a super, well qualified, young bubbly
leader who always gets us laughing! It’s all very informal …. No audition! ….. £5 a session
(first session free). Please contact Di Webb on 07733 433615 or the Church Office for
more information.  Term-time only.

New to St. Francis Church Hall 

Traditional upholstery class, taught by
Susanne, a practising professional
upholsterer.
A course is six weeks, to be held in term
time on a Monday, with either a morning
or afternoon session. If interested please
email susanne@bysusanne.co.uk for an
information pack 

UPHOLSTERY CLASS

c r o s s w o r d
answers 



SUNDAY 25TH
HOPE 10am Sunday Gathering with Bishop Andrew
St Francis 9.30 & 11am 
MONDAY 26th St Francis Community Singers 2.30pm

FRIDAY 2nd Friday Cafe at St Francis 9.30 - 11.30 am

SUNDAY 4TH
HOPE 10am All Age (at Old Sarum Community Centre)
St Francis 9.30, 11am, 7pm Bible Focus & 7pm Youth (years 10-13)
MONDAY 5th St Francis Community Singers 2.30pm

FRIDAY 9th  Friday Cafe at St Francis 9.30 - 11.30 am
FRIDAY 9th  Friday Night Youth at  St Francis 6-7.30pm (school years 6-9) 7.30-9pm (10-13)

THURSDAY 8th  Teddybears Toddler Group 10-11.30am
WEDNESDAY 7th Alpha Course at St Francis Lounge 7.30pm
TUESDAY 6th POLO (Parents of Little Ones) St Francis 9.45am

THURSDAY 1st  Teddybears Toddler Group 10-11.30am 

SUNDAY 18TH
HOPE 10am Sunday Gathering
St Francis 9.30, 11am & 7pm ENCOUNTER (Youth supper at 6pm)
MONDAY 19th St Francis Community Singers 2.30pm

FRIDAY 23rd  Friday Cafe at St Francis 9.30 - 11.30 am

THURSDAY 22nd 50s and Beyond 11.00am Harvester

FRIDAY 23rd  Friday Night Youth at  St Francis 6-7.30pm (school years 6-9) 7.30-9pm (10-13)

THURSDAY 22nd Teddybears Toddler Group 10-11.30am

TUESDAY 20th POLO (Parents of Little Ones) St Francis 9.45am
WEDNESDAY 21st Alpha Course at St Francis Lounge

SUNDAY 11TH (HALF TERM WEEK)
HOPE 10am Messy Church
St Francis 9.30 & 11am 
St Lawrence Evensong 4pm
MONDAY 12th St Francis Community Singers 2.30pm

FRIDAY 16th Friday Cafe at St Francis 9.30 - 11.30 am
FRIDAY 16th Strictly Come Ladies at St Francis 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 14th Alpha Course at St Francis Lounge 7.30pm
WEDNESDAY 14th Mothers’ Union 9.45

FEBRUARY 2024
WHAT’S ON


