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At Hope Church we have been continuing with the series of talks on the “I Am”
claims of Jesus.  On 12th November Messy Church considered Jesus’ claim to be
the Way to God, using activities centred around compasses, and footprints. We
also held a service on 5th November focussed on the International Day of Prayer
for Christians throughout the world who are being persecuted for their faith.  The
week before that we tried a Big Bacon Buttie and Banana Brunch, which was
much enjoyed by all present.

Sadly, we will not be able to hold our usual “Carols in the Hangar” service at Old
Sarum airfield this year.  Additional new aircraft have been placed in the hangar
during the year and there is simply not room for us to gather there.  However,
Hope Church will be having a carol service at 10.a.m. on Sunday 17th December in
the Community Centre, to which all are welcome. Also, on 3rd December we will
be joining with St Francis Church for their annual Toy Service. As part of this, toys
are brought and offered for children in the city who are otherwise unlikely to
receive presents.  Unwrapped new toys are welcomed, especially those suitable for
children under 5. 

The good news is that progress is being made with the recruitment of a new
leader for Hope Church.  Interviews are now scheduled for the end of November
and we live in hopes that this will lead to a positive outcome.  Watch this space! 





Alabaré has been supporting people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness for 32
years. Over the last year alone, with the help of our amazing supporters we have
changed the lives of over 2,100 people. People like Tom. He was in a bad way when he
arrived at our drop-in, having fled an abusive relationship at home. He was very hungry,
anxious and soaked to the skin. Our staff were able to give him hot food, a shower and
clean clothes. In time he started to talk about his experiences and he is now living in one
of our homes where he is receiving the professional support he needs. He says he feels
hopeful for the future. We passionately believe that everyone deserves the care and
support they need, in order to build a bright future for themselves.

We know that life isn’t always simple. We never know when we may be faced by a crisis,
feel despair or need support. Sometimes we simply need someone to walk by our side.
At Alabaré, that’s what we do.

Through our network of homes, drop-ins and support services in Salisbury, across
Wiltshire and the South West, we offer people who are homeless and vulnerable,
accommodation and support so that they can live a safe and positive life of their choice.
Our teams of staff, volunteers and chaplains are there each and every day to work with
our young people, single homeless, veterans and adults with learning disabilities to
ensure that each person is receiving the support they need in order to live the fulfilling
life they wish for.

Thank you so much for all the support you give us. We know that times are tough and
many people are finding it hard to make ends meet, which means that every gift we
receive is all the more valuable as it helps us to be here for people in need. Do have a
look at our new website where you can find more details about what we do and how you
can get involved www.alabare.co.uk or do email me if I can help with anything else
h.inglis@alabare.co.uk 

Homelessness is not a lifestyle choice. Working together we can ensure that more
people receive the help they need out of crisis. Thank you.

Helen Inglis
Church Engagement Officer 

MiSSiON FOCUS





This week if you visited
our cafe on Friday, you
may have been given a
card together with a
packet of seeds with love
from the great kids in our
youth group.

CARDS FOR THE CAFE

EXPLORiNG ST FRANCiS - THE BEATRiCE ROOM (PART 2!)

In last month’s Link, Jane wrote about the Beatrice Room and how it is used. Those
who have used it might be interested to learn some of the background and the
constraints on the design.
It was always the intention that the floor of the Beatrice Room should be at the same
level as the church floor. There are three places where the two meet – the entrance
beside the office, the entrance from the west end (where the electrically operated
door is) and at the new double doors through what used to be the exterior wall of the
church.  What we didn’t know was that there is a slope to the church floor – the east
end is a few inches higher than the west end. Whether this was intended or is an error
we cannot tell!  So we had to put a slope in the Beatrice Room floor to match. That
was not in itself a problem, except at the new double doors – how do you deal with a
door on a slope?  The door opening “downhill” would be OK, but the one opening
‘uphill’ has to have a large gap at the bottom when closed, otherwise it will get stuck
as it opens onto the rising floor!  Rising hinges were ruled out because the doors are
too heavy. So we introduced a sort of false hinged wooden sill which can be lowered
when the inner doors are closed, to block off the gap under the door and cut out the
sound.  On the Beatrice Road side we cheated and made the relevant section of the
floor flat – which means that the slope has to be steeper in the rest of the area. Those
people who think they are getting unstable because the floor doesn’t seem level can
relax – it’s the floor’s fault. Next time you are in the Beatrice Room have a look at the
brickwork on what was the church’s outside wall where it meets the floor, and you can
see the slope of the floor. And see if you can identify the ‘false sill’ between the inner
and outer double doors!

Colin Reed



Interested?
Join a new group starting at St Francis on
Wednesday 17th January at 7.30pm. 
For more information or to book contact Joe
Stone: joe@st-francischurch.org.uk or the
Church Office on 01722 413644



Create a trunk by threading three or four
brown buttons together – make sure they
are smaller than the largest green button.

Once you’ve threaded the trunk, start
adding your green buttons – largest to
smallest – to create your tree shape. Finish
by tying a knot at the top, leaving enough
spare thread for the next step.

Thread a star-shaped button from back to
front and adjust the thread so that the
star stands upright. Finally, create a loop,
so you can hang your finished decoration
onto your Christmas tree. And that’s it!

 by Holly Spanner, (Gathered.how)

BUTTONS

1. Cut one piece of 8 1/2" x 11" paper into 1"
strips (oriented landscape so you end up
with 11 strips).

2. Stack them and staple them once in the
center, then fold the stack in half to form a
little book. (If the strips are too long for your
stapler to reach the center, either trim them
a bit shorter or swing your stapler open and
staple the stack on a magazine or cutting
mat. Then bend the staple closed.)

3. Put a little piece of double-stick tape at the
tip of the first "page." Then bend it inward
toward the center and stick it down. Repeat
for every "page" until you have a circular
flower shape.

4. Hang with invisible thread. (Yes, there is
such a thing! You can buy clear thread at a
fabric store.)

PAPER TREE DECORATiONS

SiMPLE CHRiSTMAS CRAFTS 
FOR THE TREE

Pinecones
Tiny pom poms
String or ribbon
Hot glue gun

You will need:

Start by adding a small
glob of hot glue to the
underside of the pinecone
“branches”.
Then stick a tiny pom pom
onto the dab of glue.
Repeat for all the the
pinecone tips. Then take
about 11″ of string or ribbon
and hot glue it to the top of
the pinecone. Job done!

by Debbie Chapman, 
(One Little Project)

by Jessica Jones (How about Orange)





ST FRANCiS COMMUNiTY SiNGERS 
If you like singing come and join us at St Francis on Mondays from 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Tea and biscuits beforehand at 2.30pm. We have a super, well qualified, young bubbly
leader who always gets us laughing! It’s all very informal …. No audition! ….. £5 a session
(first session free). Please contact Di Webb on 07733 433615 or the Church Office for
more information.  Term-time only.

WHAT'S ON AT ST FRANCiS

50S AND BEYOND
Saturday, December 9th, 2:30pm 
Come and get in a festive mood at our Christmas Tea in the Beatrice Room, St
Francis Church. We will have carols, Christmas cookies, tea and even mulled
wine! Please purchase a £3 ticket ahead of time from one of the committee
members, Melanie Squire, April Hall, Catheryn Turrell or contact Kris Richardson
at 01722 500274 kris@richardson.net.

Saturday, December 16th, 1:00 pm
Pantomime for all ages by ‘Tor Theater’ Duo in The Reading Room, Stratford-Sub-
Castle followed by cake and tea. This is a free event sponsored by Celebrating
Age Wilshire. However, reservations are required either by phone 07955 249288
or email CAWSupport@wiltshiremusic.org.uk.

New to St. Francis Church Hall 
Traditional upholstery class, taught by
Susanne, a practising professional
upholsterer.
A course is six weeks, to be held in term
time on a Monday, with either a morning
or afternoon session. If interested please
email susanne@bysusanne.co.uk for an
information pack 

UPHOLSTERY CLASS

The Cafe is open every Friday from
9.30 - 11.30am and is open to anyone,
offering fresh filter coffee, tea, home-
made cakes and biscuits, all for £1 per
item, including free refills. We have
customers of all ages and both men
and women, so if you fancy a local,
good, cup of coffee, why not try us,
and meet some new friends at the
same time. You will see the “Friday
Cafe” boards outside the Church
entrances, to show the way in. If you
have any questions, please ring Penny
on 01722 504326.

FRiDAY CAFE 

mailto:kris@richardson.net
mailto:CAWSupport@wiltshiremusic.org.uk


Dance yourself fit to a fusion of Latin and
international music, combined with a
heart-pumping cardio workout that’s
easy to follow and fun to do! St Francis
Church Hall, Beatrice Road – Wednesday
9.45-10.45am / £7. For class details
contact Lisa Brewer 07941307683.
Licensed Zumba instructor.

ZUMBA

ChristmasLunchAnyone?
This year, we are excited to be offering the opportunity to share Christmas lunch
together on Christmas Day. Would you like to join us? Or perhaps there is
someone you know who would appreciate an invitation who might otherwise be
on their own? The lunch will take place at Church at 12.30pm. You will be
welcomed with drinks and then enjoy a fantastic, full Christmas dinner with all
the trimmings. Then we will watch the King’s Speech together before returning,
happy and replete, to our homes. We would ask for a donation of £10 per ticket,
and spaces will be limited. Tickets available from Jane in the office. We also need
a super team with big hearts and broad smiles who can serve on the day- no
cooking skill/experience necessary! Please contact Sarah Pix at
revsarahpix@yahoo.co.uk if you would like to be on the team. 

DECEMBER 15th -   ‘Movie Night’ with
minced pies, mulled cranberry and
other seasonal treats. Friends and
neighbours welcome  

JANUARY 19th -   ‘Games Night’ Did you
get a new game at Christmas?  Still
prefer your old favourites? Bring them
all along to share with others for an
evening of fun. Warning- it might be  
hilarious! Friends and neighbours
welcome.

Both meetings 7.30pm in the Beatrice
Room. More info from April Hall 414296,
Jenny Pankhurst 328761,
jacky.macleod1@ntlworld .com 

STRICTLY COME LADIES



I T ' S  T I M E  T O  G E T  T E D D Y  O U T  O F  T H E  B O X !






