
The Link
S T  F R A N C I S  •  O L D  S A R U M  •  L O N G H E D G E

MISSION FOCUS



 The Womens' Refuge

WHAT'S ON
AT ST FRANCIS

World Day of Prayer 3rd March 
50+ at the Movies

Ladies celebrate St Patrick's Day
Encounter Night 19th March
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WHAT'S ON
AT HOPE CHURCH

Activities every Sunday
Monday Monkeys
Easter Egg Hunt



W o r s h i p  a t  S t  F r a n c i s

C o n t a c t s S t  F r a n c i s  C h u r c h
H o p e  C h u r c h

Role Name EmailPhone
Vicar
Curate
Hope Church
Parish Office
Bookings Enquiries
Children & Family
Youth
Church Warden
Church Warden
Safeguarding St F
Safeguarding Hope

Jean de Garis
Mary Terry
Will & Sophie Burditt
Jane Franchi
Alan Goldie
Katie Ollivierre
Sophie Stokes
Chris Taylor
Tom Wilkins
Karen Scott
Jean Filtness

01722 334214
01722 349 886 
01722 237318
01722 413644
01722 329114
07899 962057
01722 413644
01722 338312
  
01722 410381 
01722 330728

vicar@st-francischurch.org.uk
curate@st-francischurch.org.uk
oldsarum@st-francischurch.org.uk
admin@st-francischurch.org.uk
asac.goldie@gmail.com
family@st-francischurch.org.uk
youth@st-francischurch.org.uk
st.francis.warden@gmail.com
tomchurchwarden@gmail.com
safeguarding@st-francischurch.org.uk
Jeanfiltness@gmail.com

 www.st-francischurch.org.uk 

Avoiding distractions
Philippians 3.7-14

Nehemiah 6. 1-15

Two different attitudes

Philippians 2.1-4
3 John

Guarding your own 
Ephesians 6.10-20 
Nehemiah 6.16 and 7.1-5

5th March

12th March

Mothers' Day 
2 Corinthians 1.3-7 
2 Timothy 1.5-12

Service Times

EVENSONG AT ST LAWRENCE –  at 4pm.

Fancy a change of air?

Every third Sunday in the month St Lawrence at Stratford-sub-Castle holds an Evensong

Service which is supported by the St Francis choir. It is a joint service to which all parishioners

from all our 3 churches in the benefice are very welcome, as they are any Sunday at 10am. 

Regular Sunday Services
9.30am Friendly traditional

service
11am Family service with 
children's groups 
Refreshments are served at

10.30am
7pm 1st Sunday BIBLE FOCUS  
7pm 3rd Sunday ENCOUNTER 

19th March

26th March

Change of Venue!

This month's Encounter Night is at
 St FRANCIS Church (SP1 3PN)

Encounter Nights are evenings  where

Christians from across the city come together

to worship and pray. We meet at 6.45pm for

refreshments ahead of a 7pm start.





St Francis Community Singers 

50





and beyond...

STRICTLY COME LADIES

If you like singing come and join us at St Francis on 
Mondays from 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Tea and biscuits beforehand at 2.30pm
We have a super, well qualified, young bubbly leader who always gets us

laughing! 
It’s all very informal …. No audition! ….. £5 a session (first session free)

what's on at St Francis

50s and Beyond is a St Francis based fellowship and service

group, focused on people 50+ in age. We have 10-12 events per

year which are open to the community. 

Tuesday, March 28th at 12:30
Its’s Movie time! Meet at 12:30 in the lobby for a 13:00 start at Salisbury Odeon.

Tickets are £5.00 at the cinema, online from £3.50 including a hot drink and

biscuit.  Tea follows at Marks and Spencer Café.  We won’t know what the movie is

till the week before, but we are planning on giving it a go regardless of the movie!

It will just make the discussion over tea more lively!

For more information, please contact Melanie Squire, 07813 193660,

melanie.squire@gmail.com for information.  

Our next meeting falls on St Patrick’s day so wear something green and join us

in The Beatrice Room at 7.30pm on March 17th for an Irish themed evening.

There will be another of April’s Treasure maps and if you have  memories of

places visited or special people you met when visiting Ireland, come along and

share a photo or story. 

We would love to welcome some new faces so if you have a friend or

neighbour bring them along, everyone welcome! 

More info from April Hall Tel:414296, Jenny Pankhurst Tel:328761, Jacky Macleod 
jacky.macleod1@ntlworld.com



I T ' S  T I M E  T O  G E T  T E D D Y  O U T  O F  T H E  B O X !

Check out the What's On tab at
www.st-francischurch.org.uk 
for upcoming events

This term we have Breakfast, Juice & Jesus

on a Sunday morning – exploring mental

health, playing games and discussing what

positive mental health looks like and who

you can speak to/what you can do when

you’re feeling low.

On Sunday Nights  we are sharing meals,

playing games and exploring faith together.

On Friday Nights – £1pp entry - great fun

playing board games, crafts, team sports,

pool, xbox, arcade machine and table tennis

– there is something for everyone and

everyone is welcome. 

Dance yourself fit to a fusion of Latin

and international music, combined

with a heart-pumping cardio workout

that’s easy to follow and fun to do! St

Francis Church Hall, Beatrice Road –

Wednesday 9.45-10.45am / £7. For

class details contact Lisa Brewer

07941307683. Licenced Zumba

instructor.

ZUMBA

Tuesdays in term-time







 Sophie Burditt, Hope Church



The service in Salisbury this year will be at 2.30pm in 
St. Francis Church on
Friday March 3, 2023

This year the programme has been written by the
World Day of Prayer Committee of Taiwan for WDP 2023

Ephesians 1:15-19
 I Have Heard About Your Faith









THANK GOD FOR……..FRESH STARTS AND NEW BEGINNINGS

Grass is something we tend to take for

granted.  It grows all around the world in

various forms and covers huge areas in

the grasslands of Asia, Africa and the

Americas.  Thousands of years ago,

people domesticated several kinds to

develop food crops such as wheat, barley

and rice: these also cover huge areas.

I am glad that grasses have been

recognised by the gardening gurus of

today as beautiful plants in their own

right.  They look good in most borders

and the taller ones, like the Giant Oat,

can make a big impact. As a lawn, grass

can set off other garden plants in a way
that hard landscaping cannot.  Yes, it

takes time and effort to keep lawns

mown and trimmed in the summer but

they’re well worth it.  

I can remember standing and admiring

the immaculate weed-free grass in one

of the college courts at Cambridge and

asking the nearby groundsman how he

got the lawn to look so good. 

THANK GOD FOR……GRASS

 “Well,” he said, “you mow it and rake it

and weed it and roll it and when you’ve

done that for about 400 years you get a

lawn like this.” No sweat then!

What would we do without the grasses?

I well remember reading, as a teenager,

the book “The Death of Grass” by John

Christopher, a popular writer of science

fiction at one time.  He imagined a

disease which killed all the grasses,

including all the main cereal crops, of

the world.  This, in turn, led to the death

of many of the world’s herbivores,

including all the cattle and sheep.  Not

surprisingly this caused mass starvation

and wars to break out all around the

world.  Fortunately, the main characters

in the story managed to escape to a

farm in Scotland to grow potatoes and a

cure for the grass disease was found in

the nick of time.  However, I have never

forgotten this story, and I no longer take
the grasses for granted.  Instead, thank

God for them, as without them life would

be grim indeed.
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The Cafe is open every Friday
from 9.30 - 11.30am and is
open to anyone, offering fresh
filter coffee, tea, home-made
cakes and biscuits, all for £1 per
item, including free refills. We
have customers of all ages and
both men and women, so if you
fancy a local, good, cup of
coffee, why not try us, and
meet some new friends at the
same time. You will see the
“Friday Cafe” boards outside
the Church entrances, to show
the way in. If you have any
questions, please ring Penny on
01722 504326.

Friday Cafe


@ St Francis

 EVERY WEEK 

9 . 30 -  1
1 . 30AM

Alabaré BIG Sleep at Salisbury Cathedral – Friday March 10th
10th March is fast approaching and our preparations for our Salisbury

Cathedral BIG Sleep are coming together.
It would be amazing if each city church was represented, coming

together to raise funds and awareness for Alabaré’s work with those who

are homeless in the Salisbury area. 
For the 15th year, we will be sleeping on the cold, stone flagstones of the

cloisters and although it is likely to be cold and challenging, it is always

enjoyable and thought-provoking as we hear about the life-changing

work that Alabaré does to support those who are homeless. Come as an

individual or as a group (minimum age 14) and see how much

sponsorship you can raise from your congregation!
These incredibly difficult times mean that many more people are facing

huge difficulties trying to keep their tenancies or homes, or successfully

manage their mental and physical wellbeing. Sadly for some, they could

end up losing their home, their safety and become homeless. Alabaré is

determined to be there for as long as people need their support out of

crisis.
You can find more information on Alabaré’s website

https://www.alabare.co.uk/event/the-big-sleep-salisbury-cathedral2 or

email Alabaré’s Church Engagement Officer Helen Inglis on

h.inglis@alabare.co.uk 
We look forward to welcoming you to this amazing event!






